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PAIS563, Trimester 2 2017 
Please answer TWO (2) questions from the FOUR (4) questions provided 


Question One: 


a. What is meant by the term 'status' and how have anthropologists attempted to 
explain the widespread social phenomenon whereby women are accorded lower 
status than men? 


b. What are some of the issues which have emerged in the anthropological investigation 
of this question? 


c. In discussing the status of women in Asia a distinction is drawn between Southeast 
Asian societies and those of India and China. Why? 


Question Two: 


Although the fact that women give birth to and nurse children would seem to have no 
necessary entailments, it appears to provide a focus for the simplest distinction in the 
adult division of labor in any human group. Women become absorbed primarily in 
domestic activities because of their role as mothers. Their economic and political 
activities are constrained by the responsibilities of childcare, and the focus of their 
emotions and attentions ... is directed towards children and the home (Rosaldo 1974, 
p. 24). 


a. Using this quotation above, critically examine why is it that, historically and cross-culturally 
women tend to be identified with the domestic sphere while men tend to be identified with 
the public sphere? 


b. What are some of the implications of the opposition between domestic and public realms 
for women's and men's personality, authority and status? 


Question Three: 


a. What implicit or explicit arguments are made about gender hierarchies and the status 
of women in Thai society by supporters of bhikkhuni ordination? 


b. What attempts have been made to introduce bhikkhuni ordination into Thai Buddhism; 
and how is this linked to the empowerment of women? 
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Question Four: 


In kin ceremonial behaviour, day-to- day economic activities, house identification, 
household management, and landuse rights, women occupy central positions in 
Minangkabau kin groups (Tanner and Thomas 1985, p. 49) 


Using this quote — cited from your core reading on the topic: “Matrifocal, Matrilineal and 
Duolocal Families of the Minangkabau’: 


a. What are some of the key observations about gender roles and decision-making 
among the Minangkabau? 


b. What authority do they possess? 


c. What asymmetries are evident in forms of address used by husbands and wives? 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so will result in 
the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
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